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ADVANCED GOOGLE FORMS: 
CREATE A SELF-GRADING ASSESSMENT 

 

A FEW WORDS OF CAUTION: You can’t use Google Forms to grade anything fancy, so don’t get excited about 
not having to grade those research papers.  A Google Forms assessment can “grade itself” by comparing 
student responses to specified answer key responses. This means that essay responses are out.  
 
You can only use this method for certain types of questions – multiple choice is hands-down the best for this 
method. Choosing a short-answer text question might work, if the response is a clear, one-word answer. Even 
this is risky, though, because the answer will be case-sensitive, responses may include spelling errors, etc.  A 
short-answer question also might work for something like a math problem, where the student needs to solve 
and provide a numeric answer. Again, this could be prone to typos, so multiple choice is best. 
 
1. If you have not already done so, go to http://google.maricopa.edu to log in. Create your quiz or survey (see 

handout, “How to Create and Edit a Survey in Google Forms”), or go to an existing quiz or survey. 
 

2. Before you share your survey with any respondents, create an “Answer Key” by taking the quiz yourself 
(you can do this easily from the results spreadsheet by going to Form > Go to live form). This will populate 
your results spreadsheet with the correct answers. Later, when students respond, you will have your 
spreadsheet set up to automatically compare the student responses with the responses that you gave: 
 

 
 

3. For each question that you want graded, create an additional column in your spreadsheet. Also, create one 
additional column for the sum total of correct answers – this will be the student’s final score. 
 

 
 

4. Now you need to include a formula in your spreadsheet that will compare the student’s response to the 
answer key response. Generally, here is what the formula looks like: 

 

http://google.maricopa.edu/google
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5. In the first blank column that you have created, you will type the “Compare” formula to grade the first 
question: 

 
 

6. Copy this formula from the first respondent’s row to all of the remaining respondents’ rows. Repeat the 
comparison formula process for all of the questions that you want graded. 

 

7. To get the total score for the student, you will need a summation column. Because you want to sum up all 
of the correct responses, your formula will look like this (in this example, I’ve only included two questions 
for scoring. If there were more, you could include all of them by using a range of cell values, such as [L3:Z3]): 

 

 

 

THIS APPROACH IS ALSO GOOD FOR SURVEY RESULTS, to count up how many people gave a certain response 
to a question. The method would be basically the same, except that you would want a “COUNTIF” formula at 
the bottom of each column, so you would be adding a new row at the bottom, rather than a new column with 
a count at the end of each row. 


